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Context & Multiples
Overview
Design a ‘short-run’ series of three publications that share a visu-
al identity system. Consider ways to integrate your concept with the 
endless possibilities provided by the publication format. Generate 
and gather content, establish a unique visual identity, and print, 
bind, and consider the distribution of the publications. As always, 
pay particular attention to your use of sequencing and pacing in 
presenting the content you create.

Objectives
• Explore the historical and contemporary culture of independent   
  publishing in the field of communication design
• Use typography to develop an editorial tone and style
• Design with the reader in mind
• Create an engaging reading experience 
• Design for a specific, real world audience
• Strengthen your book production and pre-press skills
• Utilize systems thinking in your approach



Casting SheetStatement of Intent
For this project I want to create a constellation book series fol-
lowing the seasons, each edition would focus on either the Northern 
or the Southern Hemisphere. This series will introduce novice star 
explorers into the world of Astrology, which is why this series 
will be placed at Travis County Reimers Observatory. Reimers has two 
telescopes out in Dripping Springs, roughly an hour from San Marcos, 
TX, where they do 2-hour sessions where they view stars, constella-
tions, planets, satellites you may see and many other parts of 
the milky way. It’s the perfect place to camp and enjoy the world 
above us. 

In saying that, the set of books will be moderately small, we’re 
talking 5x5, so one can easily store it in their packing gear or 
pocket and use it at their own campsite or backyard adventures. 

This Issue will contain one perfect bound book where you would flip 
through each constellation that is viewed each season and learn some 
interesting facts about each constellation. It will also feature a 
set of constellation cards that you can hold up to the sky to help 
you find each constellation you’re looking for. Lastly, there will 
be a foldable sky map, under each fold you can read about the 
season and each constellation found in the part of the map and time 
of year. 

Casting Sheet Example
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Research & Thumbs
Beginning this project, my knowledge of constellations was very lit-
tle but I often finding myself looking up at the sky in west Texas 
hill country and wondering what each cluster meant or even what part 
of the milky way I’m even looking at. West Texas is beautiful and my 
favorite weekend spot and is, in my opinion, one of the best places 
to star gaze in Texas. 

To begin, I did what any novice astrologer would do and googled. I 
quickly found out there are currently 88 constellations but only 30 
are seen in our Northern Hemisphere. While some constellations are 
only seasonal or visiable briefly, some are also vissable all year 
long. I found two great sources for this information and began div-
ing into their websites.

Creating three publications, consisting of books one would flip 
through and read, was something I did not want to do. I wanted to 
create a series that one could read but also use outside, at night, 
in their campsite, their backyard, and even to learn from. Not ev-
eryone learns the same way and creating a visual learning publica-
tion tool was a big goal. The solution I came to after many drafts 
was a constelltion card set and a flip poster.



Cover Roughs
Something that stays consistant and ties in all three elements of 
this issues is the constellation sky map and the color blue. I want-
ed to use both of these elements and put them into the cover design. 
You only see the full sky map as a whole on the flip poster, but 
even then it’s seperated into four parts. It’s very rare that you 
see the all the constellations from a hemisphere all in the same 
place, and also quiet beautiful.

The solution I found showed the whole map as one simply centered on 
the cover and would be reflected as so on the back as well. This 
centered circle also gets reflected across all three publications. 
In the book, this centered circle is where you can find a close up 
of each constellation so you can find it easier on your own. On the 
map, this is the same design that each section folds into. Also, the 
cards are designed to this circle and at the same size ratio.  

Constellation Guide
FOR THE THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE

Constellation Guide
FOR THE THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE

Constellation Guide
FOR THE THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE

Constellation Guide
FOR THE THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE



Typeface Selection

Didoni URW
“Astrology is one of the oldest and most accu-
rate tools known to mankind.”

—Chris Flisher

Publico Text Mono
“Astrology is one of the oldest and most 
accurate tools known to mankind.”

—Chris Flisher

Typefaces used were:

Didoni URW; a font making everything that is old new again designed 
by Phil Martin in 1969 and manufactured by URW Type Foundry

Publico Text Mono Roman/Bold; an monospace with the aim of being 
used to make data look purely like data, untouched by human hands. 
Designed Paul Barnes, Christian Schwartz and Greg Gazdowicz in 2014 
at Commericial Type Foundry 



Future
The potential of this series is so much more than what it already 
is. It could become bigger and better and move beyond being a small 
collection. 

Currently there is only a Northern Issue of ‘Constellation Guide’ 
but there is plans in the future to have a ‘Southern Issue’ and 
possibly even a more indepth issue that gives the reader more info 
behind the constellations. 

Another goal is for the designer to add her own personal touch and 
created an Illustrated version of these Issues. This was something 
astologers once did, illustrating each constellation to show what 
was created once the stars were all connected. 

Another potential is to take it step further for more advanced 
learners. By creating a series consisting on publications based 
on each season individually. Creating a collection like this would 
allow space to go more indepth and provide more information to the 
reader. 


















